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Foreword 


This series of Graphic Stories describes the lives of prominent Pakistanis. It 
recounts the important events of their childhood, youth and old age, as well 
as the achievements which distinguished them and made them a source of 
pride for their countrymen. 

These Graphic Stories are intended to capture the interest of young Pakistanis 
who will be able to understand them easily, not only on account of their 
brevity and simple language, but also because each one is fully illustrated. 
Moreover, familiarity with the lives of their great compatriots will, it is hoped, 
inspire them to work towards higher goals. 

In preparing this series, information has been gathered where possible from 
living sources close to the personalities portrayed, as well as from reliable 
printed material. Illustrations have been researched to ensure that they 
reflect the authentic physical environment of the time and place they 
represent. These Graphic Stories have been written to appeal to children of 
different age groups. However, it is expected that older readers too will find 
them useful. 

Rumana Husain 
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Dr Akhtar Hameed Khan was born in the Indian city of Agra in the year NI4. It is 
the city that had once been the capital of the Mughal emperor Akbar and the 
city where the famous Taj Mahal, built by another Mughal emperor Shahjahan, 
still stands. 


Ammaji, I 
you manag< 
while look i 
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Akhtar, always seek knowledge 
and respect the learned. See 
how I learned not only Urdu, 
and religious books but even 
English without leaving the 
house. 


i M 

iUFi 


Ammaji, I don't know how 
you managed to do all this 
while looking after all of us! 
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outstanding it 
he sat for his 
accepted a hie 
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Akhtar Hameed Khan chose History and Philosophy for his BA, and graduated with 
outstanding marks. He then took a Master's degree in English Literature. After that 
he sat for his Indian Civil Service (ICS) exam and stood first. He was offered and 
accepted a high post under the British who were then ruling India. 



I admire Allama Mashriqi's 
formula of domination for 
Muslims. 


You are already a follower 
of Allama Mashriqi! 
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Later, as an ICS officer, Akhtar Hameed Khan became disillusioned 
with Allama Mashriqi's philosophy of domination for Muslims. He saw 
the plight of the poor and was deeply moved. 
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Why are you resigning? 
What is wrong? 




I have learnt a great deal from my British teachers and 
officers. But now I want to learn something from craftsmen 
and workmen. 




































When under the policies of the government I had to deprive the poor or 
arrest nationalist rebels, my conscience used to torment me. In my 
childhood my mother used to tell me the stories of powerful Muslims like 
Mohammad bin Qasim and Khalid bin Walid and I grew up desiring power. 
But I have learnt that all that was an illusion and now I have got rid of 
that illusion. 


Sir, we have heard that you 
used to hold a high post in the 
government. What can you gain 
by being among us poor people? 




It is true that I was with the 
government and enjoyed power 
for nine years. But the misery of 
the poor makes me unhappy and 
ashamed. 
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It is very important that you learn to read and write, otherwise your 
lives will not improve. Not only are you the famous locksmiths of Aligarh, 
your locks are being used in all of India. Your product is wonderful. What 
is necessary is that there is unity among you. If you are educated, if you 
can do your work yourself (which you do), and if you can work together, 
your lot will definitely improve. ■ 
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In 1347 Akhtar Hameed Khan became Professor at the Jamia Millia 


College in Delhi. It was the year India gained independence from British 
rule. As a result of the Partition 500,000 Muslims migrated from Delhi to 
Pakistan and 1,000,000 Hindus and Sikhs left Pakistan for Delhi. Over a 
few weeks Delhi became a different city. 
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Welcome. I hope 
your journey was 
comfortable. 


Thank you very much. We had 
no problems. 


A warm welcome to you and your* 
family, and congratulations on 
your appointment as Principal of 
Victoria College, Comilla. 


Thank you. Can we go 
straight to the college? 
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To improve the conditions of rural areas in Pakistan 
two institutions were founded. One of them was in the 
city of Peshawar, in what was then called West 
Pakistan, and the other in the city of Comilla in 
former East Pakistan. Work was started in 300 villages 
under the Comilla Project. 



They are sending me 
to Michigan State 
University for higher 
training under the 
Comilla Project. As 
you know, there are 
some 300 villages 
spread over an area 
of a hundred miles, 
where we have to do 
experimental work. 
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In 1959, after he returned from the US, Akhtar Hameed Khan commenced working at 
the Comilla Academy. According to one report, in order to improve the condition of 
the villages the Academy made it mandatory to: i) improve supply of water by 
repairing damaged canals, and ii) improve transportation to and from the market 
for the farmers by repairing the old roads and building new ones. 
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The villages of Comilla had numerous problems. Floods, high winds, famines, a fast 
growing population, and damaged crops ensured that farmers were up to their ears 
in debt. To compound their miseries, they were ignorant and uneducated. It was 
under these conditions that Akhtar Hameed Khan accepted the challenging post of 
Director of the Comilla Academy for Rural Development. The government of 
Pakistan had established the Academy in 1956. 



Akhtar Hameed Khan had either resigned from or rejected high offices in 
the government. He worked with the peasants and he promoted a culture 
of self-help by example and guidance rather than by giving orders. 


wTMagsaysay A wardj 

Manila, Philippines 

13 August 1963 l M t 


Akhtar Hameed Khan is being awarded the 
Magsaysay Award in Manila, Philippines 
for his momentous work. 
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Ramon Magsaysay Award 


I am very grateful to you for this 
award. By giving it to me you have 
ensured international fame for my 
work. I am honoured by your high 
regard. 
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So far, that is by the year 1971, 

Thana Cooperative Associations and the 
system of water supply have been 
established in the remit of 250 police 
stations. Other countries, including 
Indonesia, Cambodia, Nepal, and India are 
treating the Comilla Project as a model ■■ 
and replicating it in their own domains. I; 
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In April 1971 Akhtar Hameed Khan was sent to West Pakistan. He spent two years in 
Faisalabad and Karachi Universities and then went to his friend Shoaib Sultan in 
Peshawar who had started the Dawoodzai Project on the same lines as the Comilla 
Project. 




I had reduced 
needs to a lore 


* and that gave 
I study. 
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Sir, we have heard that besides Urdu 
and English you know Bengali, Persian, 
Arabic, Hindi, and Sanskrit as well. 
How did you manage to accomplish so 
much? 
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Shoaib Sultan, the new set-up doesn't 
regard our work as useful. And now that 
East Pakistan is a separate country— 
Bangladesh—we will be redundant. 
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So have you thought 
about your reply to 
the Michigan State 
University? 
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And become Professor of Development 
Studies there! Well, they are asking 
you to teach a subject in which you 
are an expert. 


you see, they are treating me like junk 
here, so I think I will accept the offer 
from Michigan. 



That's true. Shaf iq, 
you and Ayesha should 
start preparations to 
accompany me. 
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Mr Akhtar Hameed Khan, I feel proud that Michigan 
State University is giving you an honorary Doctorate for 
your services in rural development. My congratulations. 
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Dr Akhtar Hameed Khan returned to Karachi after two years in the United States 
where he taught American students. He was 60 years old but had untiring zest for 
work. The head of the Bank of Credit and Commerce International (BCCI) Mr Agha 
Hasan Abedi made him a proposal to start a charitable hospital and school in the 
Orangi area of Karachi. 



Agha Sahib, give me six months to 
wander around in Orangi. I will meet 
the people and find out from them 
what their problems and needs are. 


I feel that by organizing the people 
their economic problems can be 
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This city is almost new to me. I am 
unfamiliar with it, but now it is my 
home! 


Doctor Sahib, how do like coming 
back to Karachi? 


As you know, Doctor 
one rickety old jeep 
round the area. He I 
any staff nor an off 
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As you know, Doctor Sahib has only 
one rickety old jeep in which he goes 
round the area. He has neither got 
any staff nor an office. 




2 . 


The people of Orangi believe in self- 
help. They have built houses, schools, 
and clinics. But there are three 
important questions in my mind: 

How do the people work? (They 
work on the basis of self-help.) 

Then why are their problems not 
solved? (Because their 
constructions are technically 
unsound and are easily damaged.) 

3. So what should be done now? How 
can we provide technical training 
and help to the people? 
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No, this is not a state 
project, nor is the 
government financing 
it. Here in Orangi I 
want to put in practice 
my own experience, 
which is: first, one 
must do research, then 
learn from one's 
experience, and finally, 
teach others what one 
has learnt. 
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Orangi is the largest among the poor areas of Karachi. Its population is 
more than 1,200,000. It is inhabited by Urdu, Punjabi, Sindhi, Balochi, and 
Pashto speaking people as well as Bihari immigrants from Bangladesh. 
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Apart from livelihood, Orangi has 
three other problems in the areas 
of housing, disposal of sewage and 
sanitation, and education. In my 
opinion, it is very important that 
those people who are to organize 
them should themselves be 
residents of Orangi. 




their own money. What we want to know is 
why, then, are there no arrangements for 
sewage disposal and sanitation? 
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A good question. We made enquiries 
about this and discovered that the 
people here consider sanitation and the 
laying of underground sewerage lines 
the government's responsibility. I have 
troubled you to come here because we 
have to organize the people here and 
provide them technical expertise. We 
have to teach them to make manholes 
and the flush system for their latrines. 
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We will have to 
take measurements 
of the streets and 
make drawings 
first. 
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With a flush system in place in the houses 
and strong gutter lines underground, the 
whole area will be clean. 


And there will be no 
more disease. 


The government’s sanitation system is too 
expensive for the people of a poor area like 
Orangi. If you follow Doctor Sahib's rule of 
self-help, Orangi will make progress. 
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After Orangi Pilot Project (OPP) had sorted out the sanitation system it turned its 
attention to housing. OPP architects and engineers fashioned moulds for making 
strong building blocks with cement and gravel and gave them to block-makers. 
They also trained masons, and developed model houses that cost much less to 
build than other houses. 
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house! 
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And it cost less than half of 
other houses! OPP can show 
us how to build a house like 
this. 
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Doctor Sahib, according to a survey 
carried out by OPP, 11000 shops and 
workshops in Orangi are taking care 
of the economic needs of thousands 
of families. Parveen, what figures do 
you have for the number of 
neighbourhoods, streets, etc.? 
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Anwar Rashid, there are 110 sectors and 6347 streets. 
Arif Hasan, you know that Doctor Sahib wants to establish 
organizations for health and family planning after setting 
up the Research and Training Institute (RTI). 
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Inexpensive sanitation 1981 

Welfare and self-support 

for women 1984 

Health, low-cost treatment, 

mily planning 1985 


• •Id 


nexpensive housing 
Home workshops 
(family welfare) 
Loan facility 
Pilot project for rural 
development 
Better education 


1986 

1987 
1989 

1992 

1995 
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Some things have become clear in our experience of the last ten years. 

1. When people are surrounded by problems they try to solve them 
themselves. 

2. For the work we did in Orangi we took no money from outsiders; 
everything was done with local resources. 

3. Every problem of a community can be solved if there is cooperation 
between the community and the government. For example, the sanitation 
project became possible only because the government laid the main line 
and the people of the community laid the gutter lines in the streets. 

Once again, it is clear that when there are many problems, people try to solve 
them themselves but to be successful they need technical help. We did not 
take any money from outsiders for the work that was done here. Everything 
was paid for by the community itself. And the last point is that any problem 
can be solved if both the government and the community participate in solving 
it. For example, the success of the sanitation system was due to the 
government-community partnership. Thus the heavier work is the 
responsibility of the government and when the people manage and look after 
it, it becomes a profitable partnership. 


OPP has created three organizations to 
provide technical advice guidance and 
loans to the people of Orangi. 

1. A research and training 
organization which also works for 
the safety of the population, 
rehabilitation of victims of 
earthquakes and floods, and 
conducts a programme for 
women's savings. 

2. An organization for health and 
social development. 

3. The Orangi Charitable Trust and 
Rural Micro credit organization. 


The shanty towns of Karachi are not 
really shanty towns. We can call them 
poor districts though. Between 1984 
and 1994 all these areas were 
regulated. 















































Dr Akhtar Hameed Khan died in the United States of America on 19 October 2000. 
In 1988 he had handed over the charge for OPP's three organizations to the people 
who were running them. In 1992 the office of the OPP institutions had been moved 
into a new but simple building. 

Doctor Sahib's coffin was brought to Karachi and buried in the grounds of this 
building. And so ended the life of this great Pakistani, whose work ensured that 
his name would live on after him. 
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GRAPHIC STORIES 


AKHTAR HAMEED KHAN 

Graphic stories are a popular genre of writing in 
English as well as in many other languages, and 
popular in many countries. However, there were no 
locally produced graphic stories in Pakistan in English, 
Urdu, or any of the regional languages before the 
publication of Abdus Sattar Edhi (OUP) even though 
the richly pictorial presentation of text in this genre 
is irresistible to children and youth, and effective in 
attracting reluctant readers to the world of books. 

Akhtar Hameed Khan is the second title in a series 
of Graphic Stories based on the life of prominent 
Pakistanis, published by Oxford University Press, 
Pakistan. More titles, each describing the life of a 
great Pakistani, follow in this series which will be 
available in both English and Urdu. 

Rumana Husain is a writer and illustrator; and she 
has been involved in teaching as well as journalism. 
She has written more than 50 books for children and 
several teaching guides. She has appeared in several 
television programmes about art and architecture. 
She was also nominated as Ambassador in the 
Childrens Literature Festival in 2012. 


OXFORD 

UNIVERSITY PRESS 


www.oup.com 



























